
MONTANA OFFICE OF TOURISM FLOOD UPDATE 

July 8, 2011 

CURRENT RESOURCES FOR FLOOD ACTIVITY INFORMATION  

 
For the latest information on the weather forecast and current flood advisories, watches and warnings, 
visit the National Weather Service at:  http://www.wrh.noaa.gov  
 

• Updated every 2-3 minutes, most current watches, warnings & advisories across the state: 
http://alerts.weather.gov/cap/mt.php?x=1 

 
• In viewing this information, one will see designations of Flood Watch or Flood Warning.  It is 

helpful to understand the difference between the two: 
o Flood watch means a flood is possible in the area, because conditions are more 

favorable than usual for its occurrence. A watch is a recommendation for planning, 
preparation, and increased awareness (be alert for changing weather, listen for further 
information, and think about what to do if the danger materializes.) 

o Flood warning means a flood is imminent or occurring; take immediate action to protect 
life and property. 

 
You can monitor the statewide flood situation at:  http://www.inciweb.org/state/27/ Due to decreased 
threats of flooding statewide, information will not be posted daily on this site; however it may be 
reactivated if needed. 
 
For statewide information on flood declarations or oil spill information in Montana counties, visit the DES 
website at:  http://dma.mt.gov/des/default.asp 
 
For Flood Information, including Dam monitoring from the Montana Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation, visit: http://dnrc.mt.gov/ 
  
The following state newspaper sites also provide excellent, local, on-going reports on flood impacts 
across the state: 
 
Billings Gazette 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
Missoulian 
Montana Standard 
Helena IR 
Great Falls Tribune 
Daily Inter Lake 
Flathead Beacon  
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CURRENT RESOURCES FOR YELLOWSTONE/GLACIER NATIONAL PARKS & 
GATEWAY AREAS 
 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
 
For the most up-to-date information on travel conditions within Yellowstone, visit:  
http://www.nps.gov/yell/parknews/newsreleases.htm 

  
• Weather permitting; all other park roads are now open for the season 

 
• All campgrounds in the park are now open – Lewis Lake Campground, the last one, is now open 

 
• For road conditions inside Yellowstone National Park, visitors can call the parks’ 24-hour road 

hotline at (307) 344-2117 or visit http://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit. 
 

o BEARTOOTH HIGHWAY 
 The Beartooth Highway is currently open for travel with no restrictions. Weather 

reports for the next week are good with lots of sunshine and a low chance of 
precipitation. 

 
 Check www.beartoothhighway.com for updated status.   

 
 Motorists are encouraged to check the status of the road in advance by 

contacting the proper state transportation departments. 
• Travelers in Montana may dial 511; those outside Montana may call 800-

226-7623, or visit the Montana Department of Transportation website at 
http://mdt511.com/.  Travelers in Wyoming may dial 511; those outside of 
Wyoming may call 888-996-7623, or visit the Wyoming Department of 
Transportation website at http://www.wyoroad.info. 

 
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 
 

• Glacier National Park officials announced that the entire 50 miles of the Going-to-the-Sun 
is anticipated to be available for vehicle traffic on Wednesday, July 13th.  For more 
information visit: http://www.nps.gov/glac/parknews/news11-45.htm  
 

• To view the Weekend Update for July 9 - 10, 2011, visit:   
http://www.nps.gov/glac/parknews/news11-47.htm  
 

• The Going-to-the-Sun Road Transit System is operating on both the west and east sides of the 
park. Enhanced visitor access beyond the vehicle closure at Avalanche Creek to “The Loop” will 
be available for hiking and biking opportunities. For more information on shuttle service visit: 
http://www.nps.gov/glac/parknews/news11-43.htm  

 
For the most up-to-date information on travel conditions within Glacier, visit:  
http://www.nps.gov/glac/index.htm 
 

• Current park road status can be found at:  
http://home.nps.gov/applications/glac/roadstatus/roadstatus.cfm 

 
 
WEATHER FORECAST for the week of July 8 – 11 as of: Friday, July 8, 2011 
 
Potential impacts throughout week 

• Flood warnings for various rivers and creeks across the state have been issued due to warmer 
temperatures and snow melt 

• High water levels on rivers and streams are expected to remain as snowmelt continues. 
• Portions of Montana are expecting thunderstorms to develop throughout the week 

 
Click here for the latest State of Emergency Coordination Situation Report. 
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CURRENT ROAD/RAIL CLOSURES/DETOURS as of:  Friday, July 8, 2011 
 
View the latest flood/detour information from the Montana Department of Transportation 
 
AMTRAK DELAYS 
 
Empire Builder east-to-west railroad travel to Montana on Amtrak has been delayed indefinitely due to 
flooding in Minot, North Dakota. Amtrak is not able to travel between St. Paul, MN and Havre, MT. 
 

• For further details, visit:  http://bit.ly/kcZqqN 
• There is limited travel between Portland/Seattle and Whitefish. 

For those passengers traveling from Seattle and Portland, a combination of trains and 
chartered motorcoaches will provide service to Spokane, WA with the Empire Builder 
trains continuing east and serving all Montana stops for Glacier National Park (including 
Whitefish, East and West Glacier and Essex), continuing east to terminate at Havre each 
afternoon. 

• Amtrak passengers are encouraged to call 800-USA-RAIL for updated train status information, or 
go online at amtrak.com. 

CURRENT RESTRICTIONS & CLOSURES OF FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS 
RESOURCES as of: Friday, July 8, 2011 

 
State Park Restrictions & Closures:  
(For further details on what is restricted within State Parks, visit:  
http://fwp.mt.gov/parks/visit/closuresRestrictions.html#parks) 
 
Giant Springs – trail closures 
Lost Creek – closed 
 
The following restrictions have been lifted: 
Bannack State Park 
Missouri Headwaters State Park 
Sluice Boxes State Park 
Tongue River Reservoir  
 
 
Water Restrictions & Closures:   
(Further details provided at:  http://fwp.mt.gov/fishing/guide/waterClosure.html ) 
 
Blackfoot River 
Clark Fork River 
Tongue River 
Yellowstone River 
 
Reopened Waterbodies:  
Belt Creek 
 
 
Fishing Access Site Restrictions: 
Currently 75 FAS’ across the state are temporarily closed due to flooding.  For a list of sites, visit: 
http://fwp.mt.gov/parks/visit/closuresRestrictions.html#fas 
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FOREST SERVICE CLOSURES & RESTRICTIONS as of: Friday, July 8, 2011 

Click on forest for the most updated information posted on their websites regarding any closures 
and restrictions: 
 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
 
Bitterroot National Forest 
 
Custer National Forest 

• Current Updates as of July 8, 2011 
 
Flathead National Forest 
 
Gallatin National Forest 
 
Helena National Forest 

• Current Updates as of July 1, 2011 
 
Kootenai National Forest 
 
Lewis and Clark National Forest 

• Most Current InciWeb Updates 
 
Lolo National Forest 

Suggested Actions / Safety Recommendations / Talking Points 

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND: 
 

• Please keep yourself informed and up-to-date on water activity in your area in order to provide 
visitors with accurate information on impacts and temporary closures as well as to be able to 
direct their travels to other areas in your region/state not impacted by flooding. 

o Be certain to share this information with your frontline employees. 
 

• Above all we want to stress safety and precaution regarding the dangers surrounding high water 
and flooding. 

o Visitors and residents are reminded to use extreme caution near water. Debris-laden 
streams and rivers are flowing fast and the water is extremely cold. Should flooding 
occur, visitors should stay at higher ground, and should not cross flooded roads or 
bridges. 

 Don't walk through or drive in water that is above your ankles. STOP! Turn 
around and go the other way. Don't drive over a flooded road when you don't 
know the depth of the water. It could be washed out under the water. 

 
o Many roads and trails are still inaccessible, and creeks and rivers can swell rapidly. 

Roads and trails that are passable early in the day may become unsafe in the afternoon 
as rivers and creeks rise due to increased snowmelt. 

 
• Tips for boaters and high water conditions: 

o Redirect your water recreation to lakes and ponds until high water subsides 
o If you do go, don’t boat alone 
o Make sure someone on shore knows where you plan to put in, take out, and when you 

plan to return 
o If the water is in a stage you wouldn’t choose to swim in, then don’t launch your boat 
o  And, if you do launch, wear a well-fitted life vest and, in rough waters, a helmet.  
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TALKING POINTS: 
 

• Montana has over 147,000 square miles and 93 million acres to enjoy.  Even though many areas 
of the state are currently affected by flooding, there are plenty of other areas to recreate within 
Montana’s borders that are unaffected. 

o When speaking with visitors, direct their travels to other areas of the state not impacted 
by flooding. 

 
• When speaking with the media: 

 
o Use non-threatening terminology such as “precautionary evacuation” or “temporary 

closure”. 
 
o If evacuations are in place, distinguish between “voluntary evacuations” and “mandatory 

evacuations” 
 

o Stress that any closures are “temporary” or “only partial closures” 
 

o Don’t over-exaggerate the situation unnecessarily but also be sure to be honest. 
 

o If you don’t know an answer, let them know that and direct them to officials in the 
community who can provide them with the factual information. 

 
o Emphasize the traveler and visitor opportunities and/or areas in your region/community 

that are not impacted by flooding. 
 

• If there is flooding near a town or resort on a traveler’s itinerary, several sources of information 
and assistance are available.  The Montana Office of Tourism has travel counselors who can 
offer information and advice over the telephone Mondays through Fridays from 7 a.m. – 6 p.m., 
Mountain time, at 800-VISIT-MT (800-847-4868) and our website www.visitmt.com provides a 
wealth of information as well.  
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